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NEWSLETTER –

SPRING 2011 
Starfish Makes

Another 

Big Splash! 

The Vassall Centre Trust is delighted to announce a £300,000 donation from the Starfish Trust. The money will be used to provide barrier-free workspace for PROPS, a local charity which supports disabled youngsters. 

Last year, the charity trustees, Charlie and Mary Dobson, launched the £1m Starfish Charity Challenge. They invited applications from charities that wanted to perpetuate the Starfish Story through work which would improve the lives of disabled youngsters. 

The Starfish story demonstrates how a simple act of kindness makes a big difference. This is the second large donation that we have received from the Starfish Trust. 

Our new Chairman, Gordon Richardson said “We are very grateful for this magnificent donation” adding “we are proud that Charlie and Mary have chosen our charity to continue the Starfish story”. 

Sue McMullen – A Brief Tribute 
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“She would light fires in people if they let her” 
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Following a short but serious illness, Sue McMullen, our co​founder and chair, passed away last November. 

Sue devoted much of her “retirement” doing work to improve the lives of disabled people, and helped to save our building from demolition, so that it could be transformed to provide barrier-free space for disabled people and local communities. 

During her time as Chair, Sue helped us to achieve two significant milestones. We welcomed our 500,000th visitor, and managed to increase our total barrier-free space to 30,000sq ft. 

Sue was incredibly passionate about our work, and she would light fires in people if they let her. 

Sue made a huge impression on everyone who met her.  She has left a wonderful legacy for us to take forward. 

We will miss Sue’s energy and enthusiasm – and her wonderful smile. 

Gordon Richardson 

Our New Chairman 
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We are pleased to announce that Gordon Richardson, our longest serving trustee, is now Chairman of the Vassall Centre Trust. 

A Chartered Accountant, Gordon has extensive experience of working in the Finance sector. He is the last of the founding trustees on the board. Gordon was Financial Director from 1998 to 2010 and has been Vice-Chairman for the last four years. 

Gordon’s leadership and understanding of disability equality issues will be vital in the challenging times ahead. 

Our New Patron 

We are proud to welcome Mrs Mary Prior MBE, DStJ, JP as our new patron. Mary was appointed 

Lord-Lieutenant of the County and City of Bristol 

in September 2007. Mary served as a Deputy Lieutenant of the County and City of Bristol from1996.  Vice-President of Quartet Community Foundation, formerly Trustee and Past Chairman of the North Somerset Committee, Past Trustee of St Monica Trust, Patron of Bristol Cathedral Trust (past Vice-Chairman of the Trust and Chairman of the Executive). 

She was Sales and Marketing Director of Alexandra 

plc until her retirement in December 1997. In 2009 she was invested as Commander of the Order of St John and subsequently promoted to Dame of Grace of the Order of St John.  That same year she was awarded an Honorary Degree by the University of the West of England.  Mary is also Patron or President of over 30 charitable organisations in Bristol. 
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Andy Rickell 

Our First CEO 
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Andy Rickell is our first Chief Executive Officer.  Andy who has cerebral palsy, and is hard of hearing has spent many years campaigning for disabled people’s rights. 

Andy is a regular columnist for the national magazine, Disability Now. He is a member of Equality 2025, a panel of disabled people who advise the government on disability policy, and a member of the Executive of the South West Disability Equality Network (SWDEN). 

Previously Andy was an Executive Director of Scope, one of the UK’s largest disability organisations, where he significantly increased the employment of disabled people from 3.7% to over 20% in under three years. 

Andy was educated at Selwyn College, Cambridge, with a first class degree in engineering and management studies. He is also a Methodist local preacher. 

[image: image14.jpg]THE

VASSALL
CENTRE




New Staff 

Nicole Beebee joined the Vassall Centre Trust on 4th   January 2011 as Assistant Fundraiser. 

She lives in Winterbourne with her husband & 4 boys & has a long history of voluntary and charity work. She is looking forward to raising money for the Centre. 

Another Major Milestone 

Seventh Heaven 

Thanks to yet another very generous donation from the John James Foundation we have been able to provide another 3,000sq ft of barrier-free space. 

We have used this donation to transform Spur 7 which has been divided into three parts. 

At one end there is a large coffee lounge accessible from every part of the building via the long central corridor. 

At the other end we have created more conference and community space, including the wonderful Dawn James Room which can accommodate up to fifty people. 

In between these, there are new barrier-free offices occupied by our charity and a growing band of volunteers. 
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The John James Foundation has supported our work since the very beginning and we are most grateful for its ongoing support. 
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Our Board Of Directors 

Gordon Richardson - Chair 

Alun Davies - Vice-Chair - NEW 

John Prior - Financial Director - NEW 

Bill Payne - Company Secretary 

Kelvin Blake 

Roger Berry - NEW 

Simon MacSorley - NEW 

Sue Porter – NEW

Since the last newsletter, we have welcomed a number of new people onto our board who will be featured in future editions of this newsletter. 

With much sadness we bade farewell to former directors Anna Webster, Peter Cleary, Derek Ainsworth and Dickie Rossiter; we thank them for their many years of dedicated service. Like Sue McMullen they will all be greatly missed and we wish them all the very best. 

Volunteers 

We currently have 12 terrific volunteers helping us with our work. If you or someone you know would like to work as a volunteer for us please contact the Co-ordinator Hazel Conibere. 

Hazel Conibere: Co-ordinator, Admin and History

Janet Foster: Reception 

Peter Hale: Database & Research 

Heather Hegarty: Reception 

Sam James: Film & Photography
Tony Johnson: Finance 

Linda Lindsey: Reception

Catherine Milby: Reception 

Marjorie Nesme: Reception

Joan Pike: Conference Centre and Refectory

Graham Rawlings:  Database & Website 
Lucy Rodrigues: Statistics & spreadsheets  

Welcome to our most recent tenants 

PROPS 

www.propsforward.org 
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Provide opportunities and support for young people with special needs in a unique and inclusive organisation. Working with a number of community partners they promote integration and partnerships throughout the community. Their initiatives range from the promotion of business enterprise to social and educational interaction within a variety of contexts including sport, leisure and performing arts. We thank PROPS business enterprise for helping us to produce this newsletter.   
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Design For Life

Is a community based team providing care and support services for adults, helping them to:
· Access activities in the community 

· Meet new people, try new things and have new experiences 

· Gain skills to live an independent life 

· Gain a certified ASDAN award 

Tel: 0117 958 5554 

Conference Rooms And Community Facilities 

With help from donors and supporters, we have given our conference and community rooms a complete makeover. Woodwork and walls have been redecorated and we have re-carpeted the rooms and corridor areas. Another amazing transformation! 

We have designed a separate website for the Vassall Conference Centre. This can be found at: www.thevassallconferencecentre.org Our Conference Centre provides a selection of fully accessible rooms to suit all purposes. 

[image: image11.jpg]



We provide facilities for social events, craft groups, celebrations, exercise groups and wedding receptions. The facilities are available during the working week, evenings and weekends. For more information or to book rooms contact Mary Welbourn on 0117 965 9630 

Social Networking 

We have finally entered the world of social networking, a whole new concept for us. 
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Join and like us on Facebook - Search for Vassall Centre Trust 

Follow us on twitter @VassallTrust 

We also have a blog: vassallcentretrust.blogspot.com 

Help Us Make 2011 A Great Year! 

As we receive no statutory funding, we rely on gifts-in-kind, donations and legacies. If you would like to support our work please contact us on 0117 965 9630 or email Nicole.Beebee@vassallcentre.org. 

We welcome your comments and feedback. 

Available in larger print and other formats. 

The Vassall Centre Trust, The Vassall Centre, Gill Avenue, Fishponds, Bristol, BS16 2QQ Registered Charity No.1072591 Tel: 0117 965 9630 

Design 4 Life
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