We are pleased to
welcome a number of

o the vassal Centr: 10th Birthday Party: A Hit!

Summer 08

Tenants: The Disabled The nationally acclaimed comedian and disability activist, Mat
Photographers Society Fraser wowed a packed Conference Hall during a special
and the English headlining performance at our 10th anniversary Open Day on
Federation of Disability 11th June.
Sports moved into the Centre in the Spring. Over 500 guests were treated to a
fantastic day featuring the talents of
Staff: Mary Welbourn has been appointed as a Conference disabled people. More than 100
Centre Marketing Manager and David Outtram is the new paintings, photographs, sculptures
Buildings Manager . and poems were on display, backed
Volunteers: Joni Pike, Linda up by a programme of musical
Lindsay, Cheryl Chilcott, performances, drama, wheelchair
Emma Glover, Jennifer Allen, dancing, sports and art workshops
Evelyn Weiss, Abdirahman for children and adults.
Osman and Dympna Lynch
have joined our three long- A resident from the local community
serving volunteers. We would said “This is the first time I've been
like to thank them and all the here. What a great place!”

volunteers who helped us put
on our Open Day event and install the art exhibition at very

little cost.
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Over 100 works of art by disabled people from Bristol and
other parts of the UK are now on permanent display at the
Vassall Centre. The new exhibition shows some of the incredi-
ble wealth of talent that exists in the disabled community and
the work on show conveys many inspiring messages. Sales
of this artwork generates money for the artists who then give
a donation to our charity.

The pictures are changed regularly to keep the exhibition
fresh and to allow other disabled artists to show their art.

One of our regular visitors said “These pictures look great and
are of such high quality; they have added a new energy to the
space, encouraging people to stop and talk.”

The SITEC Group, one of the world’s
largest independently owned engi-
neering services companies, has
pledged to support our Conference
Centre for three years.

SITEC's very generous donation is
greatly valued and appreciated. This
money will enable us to improve and
upgrade our conference facilities and
services. It will help to increase the
use of our Conference Centre espe-
cially on evenings and weekends. We
aim to be able to introduce many more customers from
across the UK, who need and value barrier-free environ-
ments, to our accessible building.

Some very important people
have recently visited the Vassall
Centre. These include: Michael
Wills, Minister of State; Mary
Prior, the Lord Lieutenant of
Bristol; Mark Harper MP,
Shadow Minister for Disabled
People, Phil Friend OBE, Chair
of RADAR and LankellyChase
recently held a large joint
conference with the Tudor Trust
in our Conference Centre.




