
   Every Donation Helps 
 

i � £250,000 transforms a 3,000sq ft spur for up to 100 disabled people 
i � £5,000 - £25,000 provides workspace for small charities and groups 
i � A voice announce system for visually impaired people costs £2,500 
i � A wide, powered folding door costs £1,300 

      

When the whole building is fully transformed we will be financially 
self sufficient. Until then, we rely on donations to complete our  
Development Project, to meet our running costs and expand our 
education work.   
 
We promote barrier-free environments and work with architects,  
designers, universities, voluntary organisations and employers 
throughout the UK. 

The Vassall Centre Trust 
Vassall Centre 

Gill Avenue 
Fishponds 

Bristol BS16 2QQ 
0117 9659630/9651707    

access@vassallcentre.org 
Web: www.vassallcentre.org 
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 The Vassall Centre 

Development Project 
 

 The UK’s first  
‘barrier-free’ workplace 

“On close inspection what  
seemed ordinary, becomes  

extraordinary” 
Also available in large print and other accessible formats 



Why develop the Vassall Centre? 
 
i �There is an overwhelming need for barrier-free accommodation    

for voluntary organisations . There is nothing of such standard    
anywhere in Bristol or the UK. Consequently, in other settings,     
disabled people are severely disadvantaged at work 

i �The building was considered ideal for transformation to  
   demonstrate how barrier free space can be created 
i �This pioneering work will develop a unique Centre — a template 

for others to follow 

Key Principles  
 

i � Before barriers can be removed, they must be identified 
i � A truly inclusive approach means thinking about the whole range 

of impairments 
i � Equality is achieved  when no one is disadvantaged 
i � Disabled people are empowered when there are genuine  
    opportunities to realise potential 
i � The transformed areas look attractive with access features that 

are not intrusive or stigmatising 

Radical Transformation 
 

The essential structural work required to make the Vassall Centre a 
barrier free environment is underpinned some exceptional attention 
to detail.  Regeneration means transforming much of the existing 
space and re-building some areas completely.  

 
 
 

The benefits of carrying out work in phases 
 

i Grants and donations can be used quickly to provide  
   immediate benefits for disabled people 
i Building work is completed without inconveniencing tenants 

and service users 
i New ideas from each phase are carried forward to the next 

 

Progress to Date 
 

i � Our project will cost just over £5m. £2.7m has already been raised 
i � For equality all external spaces must also be barrier –free 
i � Where possible we transform, where necessary we build new 
i � Attention to detail is paramount to our success —  even the smallest 

things matter and make a big difference 

 The Vassall Centre - Site Plan  
 (a 43,000 sq ft building - with twelve spurs on a 3 acre site) 
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